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foreword 


The life cycles of tens of millions of Northern 

Hemisphere waterfowl, sea birds and other species are 

dependent upon Alaska’s islands, coastal plains, . 

river valleys and marine waters. This incredible abundance 
of life is a little known saga of nature. 


This report decribes Alaska’s key role in producing 
these birds, most of which are enjoyed by people 

in the rest of the United States, and identifies 

the vital habitat that must be preserved 

if these wild flocks are to survive. 


The focus is on waterfowl, but preservation of 

their marine and marshland environment 

will benefit all far northern birds. It will also protect 
living space for the rest of Alaska’s storied wildlife. 


As the crucial decisions affecting Alaska’s 

future development are being made, it is essential that we 
be aware of this magnificent wildlife treasure 

and take every step necessary to maintain its integrity 

for all time. 


Sige li Wort 


Rogers C. B. Morton 
Secretary of the Interior | 


As the Nation’s principal con- 
servation agency, the Depart- 
Smt of the Interior has basic 
Sponsibilities for water, fish, 
Wife, mineral, land, park, and 
pational resources. Indian 
Territorial affairs are other 
lor concerns of this depart- 
t of natural resources. 
he Department works to as- 
fe the wisest choice in man- 
ng all our resources so that 
h shall make its full contri- 
ion to a better United States 
and in the future. 
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a gathering pla 


Sane Alaska is a focal point for birds of three ¢ 

eat nents — the terminus of migrations which may st 
Argentina, Tasmania, South China, Cape Horn, 
son Bay or Siberia. Journeys of 10,000 miles an 
unusual. Traveling across continents and oc 
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& aon birds seek places to nest in a country unchangé 
o.<. ; ons ike man, resting and foraging in waters still unpolf 
we Ape Habitats and migratory traditions of many Ald 
. ~~ birds were formed during the Pleistocene, ag 


ane. period when much of America was covered wit 
Alaska was joined to Asia by a land bridge. As glq 
melted, flood plains formed in valleys; ocean 
ne Sid rose, covering lowlands and creating shallow 
re These areas provide for Alaska’s birds today. 
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(Far left) Trumpeter swans head north. 


(Left) Kittiwakes—birds of the open seas. 


(Above) These rocky shores furnish nesting areas to millions of sea birds. 


(Above right) Snow geese over Yukon Delta en route to Siberian nesting grounds. 


(Right) Murres cover an island in the Bering Sea. 
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Left) Scaup from Alaska are found in 43 States. 
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(Above) World’s black brant population could be wiped out by oil spill iBhisees z 
in their staging area. Pram oath Sr eid 
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(Above right) Whistling swans from the Arctic Slope in Chesapeake Bay. 


(Right) Alaskan and Canadian ducks on Tule Lake Refuge in California. 
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the yukon flats 
the yukon delta 


The flats of the upper Yukon and the delta at its 
mouth are the two richest waterfowl producing habi- 
tats in Alaska. Each area sends over 2 million birds 
south every fall. 

Diving ducks from both areas disperse over the 
four flyways. Lesser scaup have been reported in 40 
States, greater scaup in 27, and canvasback in 25. 
Most puddle ducks travel less widely, but widgeon 
have been reported in 24 States, pintails in 21, shov- 
elers in 9 and mallards in 7. Most Yukon geese 
winter in the Pacific Flyway. White-fronted geese from 
the Delta fly over water directly to California; others 
travel inland over Central Canada and the Midwest to 
winter in Louisiana, Texas and Mexico. Whistling 


swans from the Delta winter in California, Nevada, and 
Utah. 


(Above) Yukon Delta produces 90 percent of world’s emperor geese. 


(Below) Ponds of Yukon Flats. 


distant shores 


- without large populations of waterfowl, Alaska 
-5e unique for its myriad flocks of shore and 

—oirds. Arctic and red-throated loons are prom- 

sting species. Smaller birds include godwits, 

-. sandpipers, phalaropes, turnstones, plovers 

d curlewese 
great naturalist Ira Gabrielson described the 
. migration of shearwaters along the Alaskan . . ia a s 
-... the ‘‘greatest panorama of life on the North , , eee tbe othe 
merican Continent, 

~\y/>2 to and from Alaska in odysseys that stagger 
~  yegination, these birds reach out to touch and 
irill people of many lands. 

nte national treaties, as the one recently made with 
span, are designed to protect these species. How- 
ver, if they ever lost their nesting, staging or winter- 
je areas in Alaska, the ancient circle would be forever 
1roken. 


a pageant of 
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Lands and waters vital to Alaska’s birds are also 
essential for the rest of the State’s wildlife. The forest 
and tundra habitats support a broad spectrum of 
mammals from lemmings to moose. 

The coastal waters of Alaska are among the richest 
marine areas in the world. Whales and seals take ad- 
vantage of this bounty by summer migrations into the 
area. Other marine mammals, such as the walrus and 
the sea otter, are year-round residents. Fish resources 
are immense and provide protein for the people of 
the Soviet Union, Japan and Korea as well as the 
United States. 


(Above) Sea lions abound in Bristol 
Bay, richest of all Arctic waters. 


(Left) The Alaskan brown bear and 
the salmon—symbols of this 
wild land’s splendor. 


(Right) Sea otters are slowly repopu- 
lating their traditional range. 


Alaska’s wildlife bounty is spread to every State of 
the Union and across the world. Its preservation will _ 
be a test of man’s ability, ingenuity and self-restraint. 

_. The world also needs Alaska’s water and mineral 
resources; the question is whether they can be tapped 
without destroying the living riches of this northern 
land. To successfully meet this challenge is the high- 
est aspiration of the Department of the Interior. 
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